
 1 

 
HEIM Briefing (August 2017) 
 
Project Name: Higher Education Internationalisation and Mobility (HEIM) 
(http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/cheer/researchprojects/rise) 
Funder: Horizon 2020 Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions 
Focus 

1. Roma Communities in European Higher Education  
2. Gypsies, Roma, and Travellers (GRT) in UK Higher Education 
3. Equity and Inclusion in Higher Education Internationalisation, with specific emphasis 

on GRT Communities. 
Partners: 

 Lead Partner: Professor Louise Morley, Centre for Higher Education and Equity 
Research (CHEER), University of Sussex, UK. 

 Academic Partners: Dr Mayte Padilla-Carmona, Universidad de Sevilla, Spain, 
Professor Nafsika Alexiadou, University of Umea, Sweden 

 NGO Partner: Dan Doghi, Roma Education Fund, Budapest. 
Key Findings 

1. 

http://www.us.es/
http://www.umu.se/english
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Methods 
Via secondments and staff exchanges across academia and civil society, 6 Work Packages, 
policy and literature reviews and semi-structured interviews, the project investigated 
policies, interventions, methodologies and challenges for including GRT in higher education 
generally, and in internationalisation initiatives, in particular, in diverse national locations. 
Actions 

 Examining Roma access to higher education in Spain, Sweden and the UK. 

 Evaluating European and National Policy Frameworks/ Solutions that regulate 
the access of Roma young people to higher education. 

 Capacity-building/training professionals working with Roma communities in 
research methodologies for equity, diversity and social inclusion. 

 Interviewing Roma academics and doctoral students about their experiences of 
higher education and internationalisation. 

 Developing a Social Media Network to support Roma researchers and students 
in higher education. 

 Providing a Training Module on Internationalisation designed for employers of 
international research/ academic staff. 

http://go.international.ac.uk/
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Outputs 
1. Training Module  
Internationalisation in Higher Education: Practical Guidance 
(http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/cheer/researchprojects/rise/trainingmodule) 
2. Film 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/cheer/researchprojects/rise/trainingmodule
https://exchange.sussex.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=2gbE4Ec1H_ULWp9-RTJUQGwZhE3cmHG3Yg5eO2OXRElewm60tevUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fvimeo.com%2f178814562%2fd55f3a1b55
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/cheer/researchprojects/rise/trainingmodule/resources
https://www.facebook.com/groups/REFScholarshipProgramRomaResearchNetwork/#_=_
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/cheer/documents/policy-brief--gypsy-roma-and-traveller-the-uks-forgotten-he-minority-2017.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/cheer/documents/policy-brief--gypsy-roma-and-traveller-the-uks-forgotten-he-minority-2017.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/cheer/researchprojects/rise/outputs
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/cheer/researchprojects/rise/outputs
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Routledge: London.   

 Hinton-Smith, T, Danvers, E. & Jovanovic, T. (2017). Roma women’s higher 
education participation: whose responsibility? Gender and Education. DOI: 
10.1080/09540253.2016.1274386  

 Padilla-Carmona, M.T., González Monteagudo, J. and Soria Vilchez, A. (2017) ‘Los 
gitanos en la universidad española: Un estudio de caso de trayectorias de éxito 
(Roma Students in Higher Education: A Qualitative Research on Successful 
Trajectories).’ Revista de Educación. (No.377, July-September). 

 
Media Coverage 

 19 May 2016 - Times Higher Education: Higher Education Must Not Exclude Roma 
Communities by Tanja Jovanovic  

 29 May 2016 - Times Higher Education: Roma: the UK’s Forgotten Higher Education 
Minority (incl. quote from CHEER Director, Professor Louise Morley 

 
Suggested Policy Actions 

1. Include GRT communities in Widening Participation Initiatives, and 
Internationalisation Programmes as the UUK Go International has done. 

2. Review how statistical data are collected and disseminated on GRT communities in 
UK Higher Education. 

3. Policy Activity e.g. include GRT in OFFA’s topic briefings. 
4. Establish bursaries and scholarships for GRT to enter HE. Maybe set up a GRT UK 

Higher Education hub to support students? 
5. Establish funding for research and impact activities on GRT in Higher Education. 
6. Develop a resource base to co-ordinate information about GRT in Higher Education. 
7. Facilitate further opportunities for knowledge exchange in Europe. 
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Centre for Higher Education and Equity Research (CHEER) 
University of Sussex 
UK 
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